Traffic Incident
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Florida High-
way Patrol Troopers and Florida Road Ranger Service Patrols are working hard to address
abandoned vehicles along the side of the roadway. After an abandoned vehicle is called in to
the FHP Regional Communications Center, it is assigned a case number, and the clock begins.
FHP Troopers have the authority to remove the vehicle at their discretion after 6 hours by call-
ing for a rotation tow truck. There are two types of nonconsensual tows: (1) law-enforcement-
ordered removal of a vehicle from public rights-of-way; and (2) "trespass tows," which is the
removal of unauthorized vehicles from private property. Policies related to the first type of non-
consensual tow are an important issue in traffic incident management. Abandoned vehicles
parked in the emergency lane may impede emergency response vehicles driving to an incident
scene. TIM Team members are working to identify and remove abandoned vehicles to im-

prove travel for Florida’s motorists. (Times Photo by Joseph Garnett Jr. Published June 25,
2007 in the St. Petersburg Times Newspaper) - Don Olson

Don't be surprised if you go down the highway, and see the blue
lights in your rear view mirror are from a police car that looks like it's
been pumping iron and drinking protein shakes. "It handles like a
dream. It's a real police car," said Trooper Robert Dooley, who got
his 2008 Dodge Charger earlier this month. "It reminds me of a mean-looking muscle car.
It looks like it's ready to go out there and do whatever we've got to do." It comes in Hemi
form with a 340-horsepower V-8 and also as a 250-horsepower six-cylinder model, the
one the Highway Patrol uses. Both are menacing, particularly with the black front and
black push rack on the grille. "It's like a bulldog," said Sgt. Gary Baker, a driving instructor
at the FHP training academy. "It's an awesome patrol car." The Dodge Chargers have
been growing in popularity among law enforcement agencies. And while they're speedy
and sexy, they feel like a race car, their drivers say. "It handles the road like a dream,"
Dooley said, adding that the Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor, the workhorse of the
Highway Patrol's fleet, sometimes feel top-heavy when making sharp turns. "[The Charger is] like a race car. It just hugs the road all the way around." Despite
the extra weight inherent in many squad cars, thanks to bigger engines, tougher suspensions, structural reinforcements and other heavy-duty equipment, the
Charger Police Package is rated at 149 mph, Baker said. They're also fuel-efficient. The cars cost about $22,627 and have the ability to convert from eight
cylinders to four when high power is not needed and when idling, which Baker says is one of its big gas-saving features.

(C. Ron Allen, Sun-Sentinel, Originally published 09:44 p.m., August 29, 2008; Updated 09:44 p.m., August 29, 2008)
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