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Signs Warn Drivers of Wildlife

Motorists traveling U.S. 41 east within Collier County’s
Big Cypress National Preserve should now receive
advance warning if they’re in dan-
ger of colliding with a Florida pan-
ther or bear.

The state’s first Roadside Animal
Detection System debuted Thurs-
day, January 5, 2012 along a 1.3-
mile stretch of U.S. 41 east, west of
Turner River Road, near Bass Lake
Road.

Six solar-powered signs are de-
signed to detect large animals with
flashing LED lights to alert oncoming motorists when
an animal is approaching or already is in the roadway.

“They're intended to get a driver’'s attention and to
slow a driver down so he or she can react,” said FDOT
spokeswoman Debbie Tower.

Defenders of Wildlife and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice obtained grant funding for the approximately
$450,000 project, which began installation in the fall.

The RADS signs add to four traditional road signs that
warn of wildlife along the rural portion of US 41 east,
where about 3,000 vehicles travel per day.

Though the system can sense movement from any
large animal, such as bears and deer, it primarily was
created to curb panther-vehicle collisions, said Ken
Warren, spokesman with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
A P vice.
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Mexico killed by a vehicle on
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er, marking the state’s
first panther death of the year. Since 2009, 43 Florida
panthers — which are endangered with about 100 to
130 remaining in the wild — have died in vehicle colli-
sions. The accidents occurred in Collier, Lee, Hendry,
Broward and Osceola counties.
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Nationally, there are more than a million wildlife-
vehicle collisions every year, according to Washing-
ton-based Defenders of Wildlife. More than 200 of
those accidents result in human fatalities.

Officials will monitor Collier's RAD system to deter-

IT’S THE LAW mine whether wildlife-detection signs could be imple-
@m @W y mented in other areas of the state, Tower said.

FOR STOPPED EMERGENCY VEHICLES Some studies suggest similar systems — which have
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been implemented primarily in the western U.S. over the

last few years to detect deer, moose and elk — are effec-

tive. Montana State University found they could reduce
collisions by 82 percent or more.

The systems are less restrictive to wild-
life than fencing or crossing structures
and could be less expensive than those
options if they become mass-produced,
according to the university.

They’re designed for rural areas and
aren'’t likely effective on roadways trav-
eled by more than 15,000 vehicles per
day. Reprinted by permission from:
News-Press, Author Lindsay Downey.

http://www.newspress.com/article/20120106/GREEN/3010
60028/Signs-warn-Collier-drivers-wildlife

TIM Performance Measurement Knowledgebase

The Federal Highway Administration has launched the TIM
Performance Measurement Knowledgebase which is a
highly-useable, online reference. The data base provides
transportation professionals the knowledge and tools they
need, including sample documents and models from other
States, to successfully implement program-level TIM per-
formance measures in their State. To learn more please
visit the following link:

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/eto_tim pse/preparedness/tim
/knowledgebase/index.htm

TIM Response Lane Designation Terminology

Members of the Nation-
al Traffic Incident Man- ; =
agement Coalition = Hmoouna
(NTIMC) Practices and
Procedures working fj seumeoun

group developed a two-
page fact sheet that
identifies a system of
terminology for TIM
responders. The tech-
nical brief is intended as
a resource for agencies looking to adopt a multi-discipline
communication system for personnel responding to inci-
dent scenes. The technical brief is available at the follow-
ing link:
http://www.transportation.org/sites/ntimc/docs/12.13.10 lan
eDesignation-2pg-printer.pdf

Common Response Terminology

Statewide Road Ranger Survey

The 3rd Annual Statewide Road Ranger Survey for Incident
Responders is now available. The goal of this survey is to
get input from Incident Responders on the Road Ranger
Program from their perspective. By participating in the sur-
vey your input will help identify areas of improvement.
Please click on the following link to access the survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/roadrangersurvey
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Traffic Incident Management Major Stages
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The Collier-Lee-Charlotte County TIM Team is committed to implementing
the Quick Clearance principles of Florida °s Open Roads Policy through
the “3 Cs ” of TIM: Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and
providing the public with the best real-time Motorist Information available.
Team membership draws from state, regional, and local transportation
agencies, public safety providers, and other organizations and companies
that service the traveling public. The Teams, sponsored by the FDOT,
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If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Bill Fuller at william_fuller@dot.state.fl.us.
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