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Colonel David Dees is the Director of the Mo-
tor Carrier Compliance Office (MCCO) in the
State of Florida. The MCCO daily assists the
department in fulfilling its mission in providing
a safe transportation system, ensuring the mo-
bility of people and goods, enhancing prosper-
ity and preserving the quality of our environ-
ment and communities. One of the major ac-
tivities of the MCCO is assisting other law en-
forcement agencies by performing post crash
inspections of commercial vehicles to deter-
mine if vehicle defects or driver violations were
contributing factors to the crash. (Frost. 2007)

Traffic Crash Investigations are conducted by
sworn officers of the MCCO for crashes involv-
ing commercial motor vehicles resulting in
death or serious bodily injury. Officers may
determine if the driver/s are impaired due to
drugs or alcohol. They assist in the identifica-
tion of hazardous materials. MCCO officers will
mitigate disturbances between principals to
maintain order at the crash scene while the
investigation is conducted. Additionally, offi-
cers will facilitate the flow of traffic, to include
procuring the necessary equipment to remove
vehicles from the roadway. (Policy 4-2)

As a state law enforcement agency, the
MCCO provides a law enforcement response
pursuant to the Florida Mutual Aid Act, and the
Florida Mutual Aid Plan. The plan provides for
the deployment of state police resources when
local resources are depleted or overwhelmed
to the extent that additional assistance is re-
quired. Natural disasters such as hurricanes,
floods, and fires have been the most common
need for deployment such resources in the
past. Other events such as civil unrest, mass
migration, and domestic security situations
have called for the deployment of agency
manpower and equipment.

MCCO In addition to general law enforce-
ment duties at the scene of a mutual aid
event such as protecting lives and property,
the MCCO is responsible for coordinating
size, weight and registration requirements,
as they pertain to movement of relief sup-
plies and recovery equipment, including low-
ering size and weight restrictions. MCCO
provides protection for Florida's transporta-
tion infrastructure, provides assistance in
evacuations, staffs fixed post assignments,
and other assignments as required. The
agency also provides communication facili-
ties and logistical support through the de-
ployment of mobile command posts.

MCCO’s headquarters management team is
an integral part of the Statewide Emergency
Operations Center located at the Division of
Emergency Management, and joins agen-
cies such as the FDLE and FHP in staffing
the Emergency Support Function (ESF-16)
where executive direction from the Governor
is implemented during times of emergen-
cies. In this role, MCCO also serves as liai-
son between the public safety and security
components of ESF-16 and the Department
of Transportation’s engineering and mainte-

nance emergency support functions.
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On November 24, 2008 a new Federal Rule requires
incident responders to wear
safety garments on all federally funded highways.

The final rule on Work Zone Safety and Mobility
was published with an effective date of October 12,
2007. The purpose of the update is to address the
changing times of more traffic, more congestion,
greater safety issues, and more work zones.
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