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Hazardous Materials &
Traffic Incident

Management Teams

A critical part of securing the Nation’s supply
chain involves the rapid engagement of first
responders at state and local levels to facilitate
agile and effective responses to emergency
incidents that may pose an immediate security
threat to human life and/or the flow of com-

merce. (Smith, M., 2006) http://www.sys.virginia.edu/
sieds06/papers/FAfternoonSessionl.3.pdf
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The Secretary of the Department of Transpor-
tation receives the authority to regulate the
transportation of hazardous materials from the
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act
(HMTA). The Secretary is authorized to issue
regulations to implement the requirements of
49 U.S.C. The Pipeline and Hazardous Materi-
als Safety Administration (PHMSA) was dele-
gated the responsibility to write the hazardous
materials regulations, which are contained in

49 CFR Parts 100-180. (FMCSA) http:/
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety-security/hazmat/
complyhmregs.htm
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I The missio'n of
the OHM is to
promulgate a
national  safety
program that will
minimize the risks to life and property
inherent in commercial transportation of
hazardous materials. As one of ten agen-
cies within the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation (DOT), PHMSA works to protect
the American public and the environment
by ensuring the safe and secure move-
ment of hazardous materials to industry
and consumers by all transportation
modes, including the nation's pipelines.
Through PHMSA, the Department devel-
ops and enforces regulations for the safe,
reliable, and environmentally sound op-
eration of the nation's 2.3 million mile
pipeline transportation system and the 1
million daily shipments of hazardous ma-
terials by land, sea, and air. Hazardous
materials are substances that are either
flammable or combustible, explosive,
toxic, noxious, corrosive, oxidizable, an

irritant or radioactive.
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