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Going Above the Call of Duty

“Recognition for Our FDOT District One Road Rangers”

While all of our responders from our District One TIM teams risk
their lives every day, and our members are more successful when
they work as a team, individuals are recognized for actions that go
“above the call of duty.”

On November 27, 2022, Jeff Abraham, Traffic Management
Center (TMC) Operator, spotted a wrong-way driver on the 134.9
northbound closed-circuit television (CCTV). It was a flatbed tow
truck driving northbound on the southbound left shoulder, loaded
with two vehicles. In under 20 seconds, the wrong-way driver
event was created with signs posted, as well as the Florida
Highway Patrol (FHP) was notified.

Road Ranger 107, John French, was also quickly notified, as he
was in the area. The TMC staff along with FHP dispatch, and the FHP on-duty sergeant watched the
incident on the TMC CCTV. This included the tow truck driver traveling down the left shoulder, until he
was parallel to the entrance ramp, still traveling the wrong-way. The tow truck then crossed all three
travel lanes, almost causing a crash, with TMC and FHP as witnesses. The tow truck continued traveling
down the entrance ramp heading in the wrong-way direction. Road Ranger French was updated to the
tow trucks location, as FHP called their rotation wrecker for the area. The wrecker’s dispatch was told to
advise their driver to stop, and it did on the right shoulder of the entrance ramp, still facing the wrong
way. FHP initiated a traffic stop on the vehicle, as Road Ranger French also arrived on the scene, having
been notified that the vehicle had come to a stop. He quickly verified the wrecker company and gave
accurate data as FHP began arriving on the scene, calmly and efficiently. The driver of the Tow Truck
was issued three citations.

We want to give kudos to Operator Jeff Abraham, Road Ranger John French, and FHP for a quick
and efficient response! This successful wrong-way driver stop would not have been possible without a
great team.

Super Bowl LVII Enforcement Campaign

“Fans Don't Let Fans Drive Drunk”
The Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) along with local law
enforcement will be enforcing the Super Bowl LVIl impaired EENEI=I==8={@)\%. M T )=
campaign on February 12, 2023, Fans Don’t Let Fans DON'T LET FANS
Drive Drunk. — DRIVE DRUNK
Game Plan for Super Bowl: Are You Drinking or Are You
Driving? This is NOT the Time for an Option Play. The
Super Bowl is America’s most watched national sporting =
event. On February 12th, Super Bowl LVII Sunday, there
will game day social activities all over the country that will & S P
likely include drinking. That's why the U.S. Department of DESIGNATE A SOBER DRIVER

Transportation’s  National Highway Traffic  Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and law enforcement officials are [ ES (5] % | a%] 3
urging football fans to call the play now: drinking OR NHTSA &

driving. If you plan on drinking on Super Bowl Sunday,

TE AT designat ber driver to get you h fel
esignate a sober driver 1o get you home sarely.
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The Sarasota—Manatee County TIM Team Is commi ‘tted to implementing the
Qui ck cl earance princi iples of Florida’ s Open Roads Policy through the R
“8 Cs” of TIM: Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and X &
providing the public with the best real—time Motorist Information
available. Team membership draws from state, regional, and local
transportation agencies, public safety providers, and other organizations
and companies that service the traveling public. The Teams, sponsored by
the FDOI, meet bi-monthly.
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The TIM Team Program bii/{gl together all agencies involved in clearing the roadway crashes
with the objective of 1;;?71 0ving detection, ve 7}‘1mf/0/1 response, and clearance ¢ times to e\pm’maﬂx-
ly remove a motor vebicle crash or incident from the roadway while providing the best real-time T
raffic Incident
information to motorists, resulting in a safer ay environment for both incident responders Management
and motorist

If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Brandy Boccuti at bboccuti@metriceng.com
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