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National Distracted Drlvmg Month

The month of April is National
Distracted Driving Month. Distracted
driving is one of the fastest growing
safety issues on the roads today.
Distracted drivers aren’t just a threat to
themselves; they are a danger to to
both first responders working along
the highways and the traveling public.
The national distracted driving effort
focuses on ways to change the
behavior of drivers through legislation,
enforcement, public awareness, and
education. Texting, which includes
messaging, is considered the most
dangerous type of distracted driving
because it combines visual, manual,
and cognitive distraction.

Distracted Driving Statistics:

. Eight percent of fatal crashes, 14 percent of injury crashes, and 13 percent of all police-reported motor
vehicle traffic crashes in 2020 were reported as distraction-affected crashes.

. In 2020 there were 3,142 people killed and an estimated additional 324,652 people injured in motor
vehicle crashes involving distracted drivers.

. Six percent of all drivers involved in fatal crashes in 2020 were reported as distracted at the time of the
crashes. Seven percent of drivers 15 to 20 years old involved in fatal crashes were reported as distracted.
This age group has the largest proportion of drivers who were distracted at the time of the fatal crashes.

. In 2020 there were 587 nonoccupants (pedestrians, pedalcyclists, and others) killed in distraction-affected
crashes.

To learn more and to download campaign materials to highlight campaign within your agency, please visit the
National Highway Traffic Safety Institute at: https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/distracted-driving

2023 Florida Tow Show

“The World's Largest International Expo, the Florida Tow Show is one of America's most promising events
engaging in tow show” The 2023 Tow Show will take place on April 13-15, 2023 at the Hilton Across from
Disney Village in Orlando, Florida. The 2023 Tow Show schedule includes new and exciting experiences in
the towing industry. The event is a great way to learn more about the industry and connect with other
incident responders. A major focus at the show has been safety, particularly when it comes to working with
vehicles on highways that need to be towed. Come support the towing Industry and your TIM Team members!
To learn more about the event, please visit the following website: https:/floridatowshow.com/
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The Heartland County TIM Team is committed to implementing the Quick
Clearance principles of Florida’ s Open Roads Policy through the “3 Cs”
of " Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and providing the
public with the best real-time Motorist Information available. Team
membership draws from state, regional, and local transportation agencies,
public safety providers, and other organizations and companies that
service the traveling public. The Teams, sponsored by the FDOT, meet
quarterly

Mission
The TIM Team Program brings together all agencies involved in clearing the roadway crashes
with the objective of /7).}/77 ing detection, I’é’l‘/f/ldf/ﬂil, response, and dearance times to expeditions-
ly remove a motor vehicle crash or incident from the roadway while providing the best real-time
information to motorists, resulting in a safer highway environment for both incident responders
and motorists

If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Brandy Boccuti at bboccuti@metriceng.com.
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