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What is an Incident Management Area?

Working the Activity Area / Work Zone
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Lane 2
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The Advanced Warning Area & Transition Area
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Did you know?

The length of the Lane Lines is 10 feet, 

which is a federal guideline. The lines are 

placed 30 feet apart = 40 feet.

Speed

(mph)

Advance Warning Sign

Minimum Distance (ft) Cone

Spacing

(ft)
A B C

Cumulative 

Total1

25 100 100 100 300 25

35 350 350 350 1,050 35

45 500 500 500 1,500 45

55 1,000 1,500 2,640 5,140 55

65 1,000 1,500 2,640 5,140 65

The Advanced Warning Area & Transition Area
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Buffer Space and the Incident Space
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Buffer Space and the Incident Space
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Advance 

Warning Area Transition Area

The Buffer Space

• Separates the Transition Area from the Incident Space

• No vehicles should be positioned within the upstream 

Buffer Space 

• Provides recovery area for errant vehicles

• Speed of passing traffic and sight distance should be 

considered when determining the length of the buffer space

Buffer

Space
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Buffer Space and the Incident Space
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Warning Area Transition Area

Buffer

Space

The Incident Space

• Location where the incident has occurred, 

and emergency responders are working 

• A blocking vehicle should be positioned at the 

upstream end of the Incident Space to protect 

workers from impacts by errant vehicles  

• Cones should continue alongside the Incident 

Space to help define the boundary between 

responders working and moving traffic

Incident Space
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Activity Area and Termination Area
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Activity Area and Termination Area
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Warning Area Transition Area

Buffer

Space

Incident Space

Termination Area

Activity Area

Termination Area

• Used to notify drivers that the Traffic Incident Management Area is ending, and 

they may resume normal driving

• Includes the downstream buffer space and taper 

• Protects emergency responders working at the end of the Incident Space 

• Remember drivers will likely be frustrated from being stuck in traffic and may 

quickly accelerate
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Example Photos of Work Zones 
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Thank You
Questions?


