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Polk County Traffic Incident Management Team

FDEP is on the TIM Team!

Mobile source emis-
sions, or emissions
from motor vehicles
and non-road engines,
account for almost a
third of the air pollu-
tion in the United
States. These emissions, primarily hydrocar-
bons and nitrogen oxides, contribute to the
formation of low level ozone, a noxious pollut-
ant considered this country’s most pressing
urban air quality problem. The FDEP has part-
nered with the FDOT and other state agencies
to promote TIM principles and ITS programs.
FDEP Secretary Cole published a report to
Governor Crist which created a comprehensive
action plan to best manage Florida's energy
generation, emissions, and the impacts to the
environment. Traffic congestion mitigation and
Traffic Incident Management initiatives are de-
tailed in this important document. The entire
report is available at the following link:

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/climatechange/files/2
0071101 final report.pdf

The FDEP Division of Law Enforcement's Bu-
reau of Emergency Response (BER) re-
sponds to environmental pollution threats in
every form. Responding to incidents involving
petroleum spills caused by vehicle accidents
to chemical plant explosions to coastal oil
spills, BER provides technical and on-site as-
sistance to ensure threats to the environment
and human safety are quickly and effectively
addressed. Please refer to the link below:
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/law/ber/default.htm

Please report transportation incidents involv-
ing major thoroughfare closures and major
incidents involving commercial  vehi-
cles/vessels by calling the State Warning
Point at 1-800-320-0519. Additionally, the
FDEP requires the traffic incident commander
to report all aircraft, railroad, and incidents
involving mass casualties. Hazmat Petroleum
based spills involving state waterways (any
amount) or spills greater than 25 gallons
should be reported to the State Warning Point.
The reportable quantity of 25 gallons does not
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automatically prevent or limit on scene ac-
tions by TIM Team responders to mitigate
the spill. In fact, prompt intervention is en-
couraged to affect the open roads policy ex-
peditiously, and to limit the traffic congestion
impact as well as the high probability of sec-
ondary incidents as a result of extended traf-
fic blockage.

- Don Olson (Retrieved on 9/11/2009 from:
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/mainpage/default.h
tm)

Guidelines for the Mitigation of Acciden-
tal Discharges of Motor Vehicle Fluids
(non-cargo)

The guidelines were reviewed and endorsed
by the Florida Department of Transportation
(DOT), Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (FDEP), and Florida Highway Pa-
trol. The content of these guidelines is based
on and is consistent with the open letter to
Fire-Rescue Departments and other re-
sponse agencies from the Department of
Environmental Protection dated June 14,
2002. The following guidelines were pre-
pared to outline steps that can be taken by
early responders to motor vehicle crashes to
reduce the confusion and subsequent delays
in reopening roadways when spilled vehicle
fluids are involved. Please visit our TIM
Team project website to view the entire
document:

http://www.swfltim.org/Document%20Archive
s/CSM/Handouts/Splill%20Cleanup%20Guid
elines%20final%20%20040903.pdf

The Southwest Florida Local Emergency

Planning Committee (LEPC) has developed
“Sheltering-in-Place Proce-
dures” to educate the public on
steps to take in the event of the
need to find immediate shelter
during a chemical incident.

A copy of these procedures
have been included as a separate attachment
to your TIM meeting reminder email.
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The Polk County TIM Team is committed to implementing the Quick Clearance
principles of Florida s Open Roads Policy through the “3 Cs” of TIM:
Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and providing the public with the
best real-time Motorist Information available. Team membership draws from state,
regional, and local transporiation agencies, public safety providers, and other
organizations and companies that service the traveling public. The Teams,

sponsored by the FDOT, meet bi-monthly.
Incident Management Sotutions

Mission

The TIM Team Program brings together all agencies involved in clearing the roadway crashes with the objective of improving detection, verifica-

tion, response, and clearance times to expeditionsly remove a motor vebicle crash or incident from the roadway while providing the best real-time
information to motorists, resulting in a safer highway environment for both incident responders and motorists.

If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Don Olson at don.olson@dot.state fl.us.
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