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According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, aggres
sive driving has become a seriot
T 25 74| Problem on our roadways. What i
aggressive driving? Most of us knov
it when we see it, but NHTSA, afte

discussions with law enforcement and the judici
defines aggressive driving as occurring when

individual commits a combination of moving traffi
offenses so as to endanger other persons or pydpe

The Motor Carrier Compliance Office (MCCO) of th
Florida Department of Transportation identifie
“speeding trucks” and “following too closely” as mz
jor contributing factors in truck crashes. To heggh

truck drivers and passenger car drivers underst
and deal with the hazards of aggressive driving,

Better Driver Campaign has been launched by th
Florida Department of Transportation District 7 ai
the Center for Urban Transportation Reseal
(CUTR) at the University of South Florida

The Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) of the Florid
Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicle
continues to be on the lookot
for aggressive drivers and ac
tively works to enforce Florida’s
laws and reduce aggressive dri
ing through education anc
awareness campaigns. This €
fort is part of a long-term traffic
safety campaign that focuses on varying traf
themes considered high-priority in the quest tqph
reduce deaths and injuries on Florida's roadwa
Col. John Czernis, director of the Florida Highw:
Patrol, announced the results Gfperation Safe
Ride, an aggressive driving crackdown that FHP cc
ducted this past Spring. “During Operation SafdeR|
our troopers focused on driving practices that |
motorists at higher risk for a crash,” said Czerr
"Aggressive driving has become all too commc
These drivers not only put themselves in harm’s,w
but they also increase risk for everyone arounththe
The FHP identified 344 aggressive drivers during
operation.

These statewide, unannounced aggressive
driving crackdowns will continue throughout
the year to make sure that motorists under-
stand the importance of driving safely and
the consequences of poor driving behavior.

Florida has two applicable statutes with ag-
gressive driving legislation, according to
which, Aggressive careless driving is de-
fined as committing two or more of the fol-
lowing acts simultaneously or in succession:
(1) Exceeding the posted speed, (2) unsafely
or improperly changing lanes, (3) following
another vehicle too closely, (4) failing to
yield the right-of-way, (5) improperly pass-
ing, (6) violating traffic control and signal
devices. (Article submitted by Don Olson,
FDOT)
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