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For more Super Bowl weekend safety information,
visit https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-
materials/drunk-driving/super-bowl
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Gray Death, A Warning to First Responders

A hot topic right now within the first responder community is “Gray Death”, which is a combination of Heroin, Fentanyl, Carfenta-
nyl and Synthetic Opioid. A very small amount of the drug can be deadly as it is 10,000x more potent then Morphine and 100x
more potent then Fentanyl. Additionally, Heroin users are unaware that dealers are cutting the heroin with the cheaper use of
carfentanil.

All first responders are strongly encouraged to wear protective gear at emergencies or crime scenes where fentanyl may be present. The Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) recommends the following responder precautions:
e Law Enforcement

Do not Field Test

Use Personal Protection Equipment such as gloves and HEPA mask
Double bag evidence

Protect K-9's

Closely observe all suspects

e Fire/EMS

Suspect OD in unconscious patients of unknown etiology

Be prepared to re-administer multiple doses of Narcan (consult local protocol)
Use PPE; Gloves, HEPA Mask, etc.

Notify receiving Emergency Responder of suspected Gray Death use'

A video released from the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) interviewed a
police officer in Ohio that responded to a traffic stop that turned out to also be drug-

related with fentanyl powder all through the vehicle. Officers donned protective G R AY D E AT H
gloves and masks, which is a recommended practice now with fentanyl on the rise.

However, when he got back to the station, he brushed something off his shirt. With- A Deadly New Street Opioid Mix
in minutes he was on the floor, his body shutting down. Paramedics who were at : s

the station treating one of the arrested men from the original call treated the officer
with Narcan to stop the overdose. If the officer had brushed the powder off his uni-
form in his car on his way home, he likely would have died or if he had gotten home
before noticing it, his family could have come into contact with it. This is an exam-
ple of how deadly this drug can be to first responders. To view the video, please
click on the following link: https://youtu.be/8MLsrleGLSw

Only properly trained and outfitted law enforcement professionals should handle any substance suspected to contain fentanyl or a fentanyl-
related compound. If encountered, contact the appropriate officials within your agency. Be aware of any sign of exposure. Symptoms include:
respiratory depression or arrest, drowsiness, disorientation, sedation, pinpoint pupils, and clammy skin. The onset of these symptoms usually
occurs within minutes of exposure. Be ready to administer naloxone in the event of exposure. Naloxone is an antidote for opioid overdose. Im-
mediately administering naloxone can reverse an overdose of carfentanil, fentanyl, or other opioids, although multiple doses of naloxone may be
required. Continue to administer a dose of naloxone every 2-3 minutes until the individual is breathing on his/her own for at least 15 minutes or
until EMS arrives.?

To learn more, please visit the following website: https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/ershdb/emergencyresponsecard 29750022.html

((1) DEA Issues Carfentanil Warning to Police and Public. United States Drug Enforcement Administration. Web January 2018. https://www.dea.gov/media.shtml

(2) Fentanyl: Incapacitating Agent. Center for Disease Control and Prevention. Web October November 2017.
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/ershdb/emergencyresponsecard_29750022.html
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The Polk County TIM Team is committed to implementing the Quick Clearance —
principles of Florida 's Open Roads Policy through the “3 Cs ” of TIM: - - o 5"/5,,
Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and providing the public with the m }rql[ﬂg.g‘ggg‘gm ‘( (AL
best real-time Motorist Information available. Team membership draws from stafe, - - :
regional, and local transportation agencies, public safety providers, and other
organizations and companies that service the traveling public. The Teams,
sponsored by the FDOT, meet bi-monthly.

Inctaent Management Sotuttens

Mission
The TINM Tean Program brings together all agencies involved in clearing the roadway crashes with the objective of improving detection, verifica-
tion, response, and clearance times to expeditionsly remove a motor vebicle crash or incident from the roadway while providing the best real-time

information to motorists, resulting in a safer highway environment for both incident responders and motorists.

If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Brandy Boccuti at bboccuti@metriceng.com
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