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Polk County Traffic Incident Management Team November 2021

2021 Holiday Season National Enforcement Mobilization

The holiday season between Thanksgiving and New Year's
Day is one of the deadliest and most dangerous times on
America's roadways due to an increase in impaired driving.
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This holiday season, the U.S. Department of

. DRIVESOBEROR  Transportation’s  National Highway Traffic ~ Safety

P& - GETPULLEDOVER  Agministration (NHTSA) will be partnering with local law
o enforcement to share the message about the dangers of

drunk driving. They want all drivers to remember this
lifesaving message: Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over. In
support of the law enforcement community’s dedication to
protecting the lives of residents in their communities, you'll
see officers working together December 15, 2021, through January 1, 2022, to take drunk drivers off the roads.
These expanded efforts to protect against impaired driving will be conducted in a fair and equitable way.

According to NHTSA, 10,142 people were killed in drunk-driving crashes in 2019, accounting for nearly one-third
of traffic crash fatalities. On average, more than 10,000 people were killed each year from 2015 to 2019 — one
person was killed in a drunk-driving crash every 52 minutes in 2019. This is why law enforcement is working to
remind drivers that drunk driving is not only illegal, it is a matter of life and death.

During the month of December 2019, 837 people lost their lives in traffic crashes involving a drunk driver. During
the Christmas and New Year's Day holiday periods in 2019 alone, there were more drunk-driving-related
fatalities (210) than during any other holiday period that year. These fatalities are preventable, and drivers must
remember that driving impaired by any substance, alcohol or other drugs is deadly, illegal, and selfish behavior.

For more information about the 2021 Holiday Season Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign, visit
https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/drunk-driving
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Drinking and Driving Don’t Mix!

VIRTUAL Training Event for First Responders Coming Back!

On June 29, 2021 the District One Traffic Incident Management (TIM) team successfully trained over 75 first
responders virtually, within a one day period, through the National Traffic Incident Management (SHRP-2)
Responder Training Program. Upon the success of the training and at the request of our TIM teams we will
be bringing the virtual training back. This is a completely free training open to all responders — fire, police,
State Patrol, EMS, coroners, towing/recovery, dispatchers, DOT, public works, and any other traffic incident

responders.
The taining wes  developed B |
RESPONDERS - FOR RESPONDERS, Lanet »
with  the national objective that = = — G = . . .
J Lane2 —» L} &\\ e \\% § a

responders acquire a common set of core
competencies that promote a shared
understanding of the requirements for
achieving the safety of responders and
motorists, quick response, and effective
communications at ftraffic  incident

o ) Advance Transition Area Activity Area
scenes. The training is endorsed by the Warning
International Association of Chiefs of Area

Police, the International Association of Termination Area

Fire Chiefs, and the National Volunteer Fire Council. Participants will receive a National TIM Responder Training
certificate from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) after completing the training. The date of the
training will be announced this month and discussed in further details at the January 2022 TIM Team Meeting. If
you or someone in your agency are interested in the training, please contact Brandy Boccuti, TIM Coordinator,
at bboccuti@metriceng.com.
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T I M TEAM WEBSITE!

The Polk County TIM Team is committed to Implementing the Quick Clearance
principles of Florida’ s Open Roads Policy through the “3 Cs” of TIM:
Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and providing the public
with the best real-time Motorist Information available. Team membership
draws from state, regional, and local transportation agencies, public
safety providers, and other organizations and companies that service the
traveling public. The Teams, sponsored by the FDOI, meet bi-monthly.

The TIM Tean: Program brings together all agencies involved in clearing the roadway crashes
with the objective rgfi;;??roz,'i/zg detection, verification, response, and clearance times to expeditions-
ly remove a motor vebicle crash or incident from the roadway while providing the best real-time
information to motorists, resulting in a safer bighway environment for both incident responders 3 Incident Management Soutiens
and motorists

If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Brandy Boccuti at bboccuti@metriceng.com.
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