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Polk County Traffic Incident Management Team

Recognition for District One Road Ranger

While all of our responders from our District One TIM teams risk their
lives every day, and our members are more successful when they work
as a team, individuals are recognized for actions that go “above the call
of duty.” On August 3, 2020 around 2:30 a.m. Road Ranger, Yosvanys
Hernandez while on routine patrol came across a serious crash involving
a tractor-trailer and one other vehicle. The tractor-trailer was on the right
shoulder of the roadway with debris going across all lanes to where the
vehicle came to a final rest in the median. The driver of the tractor-trailer
advised Mr. Hernandez that he had moved an unknown male that was
ejected from the vehicle from the roadway in fear that traffic would hit
him. Additionally, the Mr. Heranadez was advised that there were other
victims in the vehicle.

Both the truck driver and Mr. Hernandez worked quickly removing the unresponsive female passenger by
cutting their seatbelt and removing them from the vehicle. As they observed smoke starting to come out
from underneath the hood of the vehicle, they then turned their attention to the unresponsive driver at which
time a deputy arrived at the scene and was able to suppress the fire long enough for them to remove them
from the vehicle.

The Annual 2020 Traffic Incident Management Team Self-Assessment
(TIMSA) Surveys are being completed at the upcoming Traffic Incident
Management team meetings. The purpose of the TIMSA is to provide
a formal process for State and local transportation, public safety and
private sector partners to collaboratively assess their traffic incident
management programs and identify opportunities for improvement. In
2003, the Federal Highway Administration facilitated the initial assessments of Traffic Incident Management
programs in the largest 75 urban areas of the United States. Representatives of key transportation and
public safety agencies and private sector partners in each area conducted the assessments. The TIMSA is
conducted in each urban area annually. These annual assessments have enabled state and local program
managers and practitioners to evaluate their TIM programs and identify strengths and weaknesses in their
programs in order to prioritize program activities and initiatives. The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) publishes an annual National Summary report on the TIMSA aggregating data from all urban are-
as. Please make sure to attend the next TIM team meeting and be a part of the TIM Self-Assessments.
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National Traffic Incident Response Awareness Week
Slow Down. Move Over. Be Safe.

Six words that remind us all that the lives of motorists and responders depend on effective actions by driv-
ers and the highway heroes who respond to save the lives of complete strangers.

This November 9-15, 2020, the Federal Highway Administration’s Traffic Incident Management (TIM) pro-
gram is joined by a variety of partners representing every type of response discipline to call special atten-
tion to public safety.

The goal of National Traffic Incident Response Awareness Week is to reach out to every responder, and to
every driver, and to every passenger, to make it more clear that every person has a role to play. Visit the
National TIM Network where you can find resources to help reach out to your communities, to your organi-
zations, and to your hero responders.

Sponsored by the Florida Department of Transportation



http://timnetwork.org/traffic-incident-response-awareness-week/#:~:text=National%20Traffic%20Incident%20Response,Awareness%20Week%20November%209th-15th%2C%202020
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The Polk County TIM Team is committed to Implementing the Quick Clearance
principles of Florida s Open Roads Policy through the “3 Cs” of TIM:
Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and providing the public
with the best real—time Motorist Information available. Team membership
draws from state, regional, and local transportation agencies, public
safety providers, and other organizations and companies that service the
traveling public. The Teams, sponsored by the FDOT, meet bi-monthly.

Mission
The TIM Tean: Program brings together all agencies involved in clearing the roadway crashes
with the objective rgfi;;??roz»i/zg detection, verification, response, and clearance times to expeditions-
ly remove a motor vebicle crash or incident from dway while providing the best real-time
information to motorists, resulting in a safer big ronment for both incident responders 3 . Incident Management Soutiens
and motorists

If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Brandy Boccuti at bboccuti@metriceng.com.
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