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Polk County Traffic Incident Management Team

Going Above the Call of Duty

Recognition for District One Road Ranger

While all of our responders from our District One TIM teams risk
their lives every day, and our members are more successful
when they work as a team, individuals are recognized for actions
that go “above the call of duty.” On August 19, 2021, around
2:30 am, Road Ranger Yosvanys Garcia was traveling
southbound on 1-75, mile marker 101, when he observed a
Wrong-Way Driver (WWD) and their headlights coming up the
exit ramp towards him from Collier Blvd. Mr. Garcia was able to
intercept and stop the WWD by pulling in front of the car. The
driver of the vehicle exited his Nissan Altima, put his hands up,
and stated to Mr. Garcia to ‘go ahead and take me to jail'. Mr.
Garcia was in contact with dispatch and was able to
communicate tag information from the vehicle while trying to
defuse the situation with the motorist. When the driver became
aggressive and hostile, Mr. Garcia retreated to the safety of his
truck while the driver started walking around the truck and pounding on the windows. The driver eventually
returned to his vehicle and went back up the ramp in the correct direction. Law enforcement was notified
but did not locate the vehicle. This is an example of being in the right place at the right time. If it were not
for Road Ranger Garcia being in that location this could have been a very tragic ending. Thank you to
Road Ranger Garcia and all the District 1 Road Rangers.

Crash Responder Safety Week

#CRSW

The Crash Responder Safety Week (CRSW) initiative,
recognizing all traffic incident management (TIM) response
communities, will take place this year from November 8 -14,
2021. The goal of CRSW is to reach out to every responder,
and to every driver, and to every passenger, to make it more
clear that every person has a role to play.

The FHWA TIM program highlighted the six core efforts active
TIM responder communities can typically undertake during
CRSW:

.  Proclamations — Six State’s Governors issued proclamations that commemorate this week in year
2020.

. Mass media — State and local agencies collaborate with news stations (radio and television) to bring
attention to the State’s Move Over laws and this week.

. Mass Training — Instructor or responder challenges to complete the National TIM Responder Training
during this week.

. Dynamic Message Signs (DMS) — Many States use of DMS for safety related messages to raise public
awareness on responder and motorist safety around traffic incidents.

. Public events — Statewide conferences, multidisciplinary open house, responder ride along with
elected officials, responder in-person events.

. Direct messaging — Playing brief videos or providing fliers at Departments of Motor Vehicles, Rest
Stops, and other high-traffic motorist locations.
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The Polk County TIM Team is commi ‘tted to implementing the 011161{ Clearance
principles of Florida’ s Open Roads Policy through the “3 Cs” of TIM:
Communication, Cooperation and Coordination, and providing the public
with the best real-time Motorist Information available. Team membership
draws from state, regional, and local transportation agencies, public
safety providers, and other organizations and companies that service the
traveling public. The Teams, sponsored by the FDOI, meet bi-monthly.

Mission
The TIM Tean: Program: l}i'ﬁlgl together all agencies involved in clearing the roadway crashes
with the objective of improving detection, l’é’l/flulf/&/l response, and clearance times to e\pm’maﬂx-
ly remove a motor vebicle crash or incident from the roadway while roviding the best real-time
information to motorists, resulting in a safer highway environment for both incident res sponders . Incident Management Soutiens
and motorists

If you have any questions regarding this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact Brandy Boccuti at bboccuti@metriceng.com.
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